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CivXNow is a coalition of partners from diverse 
viewpoints working to create a culture shift that elevates 
civic education and engagement as a national priority in 
order to protect and strengthen America’s constitutional 

democracy. This includes building a shared commitment 
to ensure that all young people are prepared to assume 
their rights and responsibilities to participate in civic life 
and address the issues facing students, their families, 

and communities in our increasingly dynamic, polarized, 
and digital society. 

To achieve this goal, CivXNow advocates for bipartisan 
federal and state legislation that supports 

implementation of state and local policies that reimagine 
and deliver relevant, inclusive, and engaging K-12 civic 

learning, both in- and out-of-school.

CivXNow is a national cross-partisan 
coalition of over 100 organizations focused 

on improving our nation’s K-12 in and out-of-
school civic education. 

CivXNow
Coalition

Virginia Commission 
on Civic Education



Grant Background
OPPORTUNITY

“This is the moment to rebuild the nation’s civic strength. 
We need to invest in civic education. CivXNow seeks 

proposals for state-level civic learning coalitions to 
help support their coalition work and accelerate their 

policy progress.”

OPPORTUNITIES
Continuing support of this project beyond October will 

require additional funds.

APPLICATION
Only one award per state allowed; 13 states submitted 
applications, and 5 were awarded funds. The Virginia 
Commission on Civic Education and Virginia Civics 
submitted a joint application, with Virginia Civics 
serving as the administrative and fiduciary agent.

PARTNERSHIP
The Virginia Commission on Civic Education and 
Virginia Civics will partner on this project, with Virginia 
Civics administering the grant and the Commission 
providing content expertise.



M
Mission

To empower Virginians to come together for their common good

V
Vision

The Virginia Commission on Civic Education envisions a “More 
Perfect” Commonwealth for all Virginians by inspiring civic action.

V
Values

— Collaborate with each other and with civic education partners
— Inspire active citizenship

— Volunteer, vote, and vocalize
— Innovate and adapt to the changing needs of Virginians
— Communicate effectively with the public and each other

— Seek diverse counsel and listen to all perspectives

Commission Mission, Vision & Values



• Infographic Style

Who?
As many voices as possible, organized 
into broad groups, to include: K-12 
education, higher education, other and 
public education, civic education 
organizations, local community and 
service groups, state institutions, voter 
outreach groups, civil rights advocacy 
groups, the press, and museums.

How?
1) An online series of moderated 

conversations with representatives 
from various affinity groups to 
understand civic education from their 
perspective; Product: Summary report

2) A hand-selected group of 
representatives from each initial group 
will review the summary report and 
draft policy recommendations; Product: 
Draft policies and practice 
recommendations

3) Commission members & VA Civics will
refine the draft policies into a final
report

Purpose
To form a broad and inclusive coalition of 

organizations and individuals within Virginia 
that seeks to understand the comprehensive 
picture of civic education and engagement in 

the state; to develop a report of policy and 
practice recommendations…

Why?
To advance civic education policies that 

benefit the highest number of Virginians. 
We want to be sure that the civic space in 
Virginia is really for all Virginians. We also 
want to highlight the immense partnership 
potential that exists in communities whose 
service organizations currently operate in 

silos. 

And then?
Action Plans

Assessment and Accountability

Coalition Project



SOL Revisions

01 VCU & VDOE Survey of High School Students

02

Virginia Civic Summit

03
Renewed Interest in Civic Education

04

Our Opportunities
The Coalition can take advantage of some key and timely opportunities:



Coalition Membership
The affinity groups for which we would convene separate initial conversations include:

On campus
Pre-service programs
Campus civic engagement centers

In the community
Museums
Civic education organizations
Local historical associations
Local service groups (Rotary, YMCA, 
DAR chapters, etc.)
LOW
Press association

In the state
Commission members and other 
legislators
VDOE
VA Board of Education
Governor’s Office
State School Boards Association
VCSS

In advocacy
NAACP
ACLU

In the classroom
K-12 educators (including those who 
teach in unconventional settings)
School administrators (social studies 
coordinators, principals, superintendents)
Students

In support
Corporations
Foundations
Individuals who give



Project Timeline

June
Convene affinity 

group conversations; 
summary report 
drafted based on 
issues discussed

August
Report drafting 

based on advisory 
council 

recommendations

October
Report finalized and 

sent to designer; 
report released to 

public

Now–October 2021
Moderator engaged in May 2021

July September
Convene advisory 
council to review 
summary report

Draft report 
completed; revisions 

completed by 
Commission 

members and VA 
Civics



Outcomes
01 02 0403 05

Wide-ranging public, 
private, and state 
support for civic 
education policies 
and initiatives 
outlined in the 
resulting policy 
recommendations 
report

Support
A comprehensive 
understanding of 
diverse perspectives 
relating to civic 
engagement; new 
voices at the table

Understanding
Local, public-private 
partnerships to advance 
community service and 
engagement initiatives 
and strengthen school-
community relationships

Partnership
Identification of where 
the need exists for new 
professional 
development programs 
for educators and in 
education broadly 
defined

Planning
The creation of a 
space where those 
engaged in diverse 
forms of civic 
education can come 
together to develop 
strategies and share 
resources

Feedback



Next Steps

How You
Can Help

Take part in fact-
finding 
conversations

Participation

Send names of 
those who should 
participate

Recruitment

Provide comments 
on the draft report

Review

Spread the word on 
the final report and 
help to publicize 
our findings; work 
to advance the 
report’s 
recommendations

Advocacy


