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The Commission on Civic Education (the Commission) met in Richmond with Delegate 

Schuyler T. VanValkenburg, chair, presiding.1 The meeting began with opening remarks by the 

chair followed by presentations and discussion. Materials presented at the meeting are accessible 

through the Commission's meetings webpage. 

Presentation: Virginia YMCA 
Sharon Davies, Executive Director 

Spencer Snyder, Program Director 

Ms. Davies and Mr. Snyder provided an overview of the numerous programs supported by the 

Virginia YMCA related to civic education. These programs include youth and government clubs, 

Model General Assembly, Model Judiciary Program, and the Conference on National Affairs. 

Mr. Snyder discussed the goals and logistics of each program. Additionally, Mr. Snyder 

highlighted upcoming new programs, including the Local Government Program, Colonial 

Government Program, and the Model United Nations/International Court. Ms. Davies and Mr. 

Snyder then answered questions posed by the Commission members and collaborated on 

opportunities for the Commission to support the work of the Virginia YMCA. 

Virginia Department of Education Update 
Christonya Brown 

Ms. Brown provided an update on the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) Civics Survey 

of High School Students. Ms. Brown indicted that VDOE and Virginia Commonwealth 

University (VCU) successfully administered the survey in the spring of 2021 and received over 

1,000 student responses. She stated that VCU is currently analyzing the data and preparing a 

draft report that will be shared with the Commission's chair for review. Ms. Brown explained 

that a final report is expected from VCU by September 2021 and will be shared with the 

Commission and posted on the VDOE website. 

Virginia Civics Coalition Project Update 
Jennifer Patja Howell 

Ms. Howell provided an update on the work of the Virginia Civics Coalition. She explained that 

the project goal is to bring together all groups working on civics education in Virginia to develop 

a policy and practice recommendation guide. Currently, fact-finding focus groups are meeting 

and then an advisory group will be formed with representatives from participating groups to 

                                                           
1 Members Present: Delegate Schuyler T. VanValkenburg (chair), Senator David W. Marsden (virtual), Delegate 
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develop the guide. Ms. Howell expects a final report of policy and practice recommendations by 

the end of October. She noted that there are 25 confirmed partners in the coalition to date. 

Discussion on Strategic Plan and Next Steps 
Deleate VanValkenburg and Ms. Howell 

Delegate VanValkenburg and Ms. Howell reviewed the objectives of the strategic plan adopted 

by the Commission at the May meeting. The members discussed having a leader for each 

objective as well as additional members to engage with and contribute to progressing each 

objective prior to the November meeting. Delegate VanValkenburg agreed to lead the 

programming, budget, and fundraising objectives. Ms. Howell agreed to lead the website and 

partnership objectives. Delegate Mark H. Levine agreed to lead the communication objective. 

Glen H. Hoptman agreed to lead the growth objective. Alice L. Reilly agreed to lead the 

education objective. Delegate VanValkenburg encouraged all members to engage with each of 

the leaders on the objectives of interest to them. 

Discussion 

James H. Dillard II encouraged the Commission to lend its support for several pieces of federal 

legislation relating to civic education. Mr. Dillard agreed to send information regarding the 

federal legislation for the members to review ahead of the November meeting. 

Public Comment 

No members of the public provided comment during the meeting. Clerk Cathy Hooe indicated a 

written comment was submitted by a member of the public and would be available for online 

viewing. 

Next Meeting 

A date for the Commission's November meeting has not been determined. 
 

For more information, see the Commission's website or contact the Division of Legislative 

Services staff: 

Julia Carlton, Attorney, DLS 

jcarlton@dls.virginia.gov 

804-698-1823 
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