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April 9, 2020 
 
The Honorable Ralph S. Northam 
Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia 
Patrick Henry Building 
1111 E. Broad Street, Third Floor 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
RE: HB1526 Virginia Clean Economy Act – Amendment Request 
 
Dear Governor Northam: 
 
This letter is written in regard to HB1526 (Virginia Clean Economy Act).  As the representative 
of a district that has a significant presence of manufacturing companies, it is important that 
HB1526 strikes the right balance in moving the Commonwealth forward environmentally, but 
also protects the competitiveness of Virginia’s manufacturing sector: Energy Intensive Trade 
Exposed (EITE) industries; Energy Efficiency; and Competitive Service. In an effort to meet 
this goal, please find a few critical amendments to addressing several provisions of the 
legislation. 
 
EITE Industries 
Energy-intensive trade-exposed industries (EITE) are different than other ratepayers because 
they cannot compete under high electricity costs or carbon constraints as identified by the 
American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 (H.R. 2454).  Further, economic losses from 
these industries result in “carbon leakage” which is contrary to the environmental goals of the 
VCEA.  There should be some protection for (EITE) industries, and I suggest that this issue be 
addressed by the State Corporation Commission (SCC) through a proceeding. 
 
Energy Efficiency 
Please restore the energy efficiency regulation language from SB966 (2018) or even prior to 
SB966.  Manufacturers reduced total energy consumption by 3.5% from 2010 and 2017, but 
increased manufacturing output by 7.5% during the same period.  The SCC has already 
developed an exemption process for notice to a utility and we should not put additional 
economic burdens on our manufacturers.   
 



 
 

Competitive Service 
Consumers should be afforded the opportunity to shop for competitive electricity as provided 
for in the current statute without being penalized with non-bypassable charges that are 
intended to capture commercial and industrial customers.  Please consider allowing for all new 
charges established by the VCEA to by bypassable if a Virginia business, particularly a 
manufacturer, and especially if the manufacturer is certified by the SCC to be EITE, is not a 
generation customer of the investor owned utility and is served by an SCC recognized 
competitive service provider. 
 
Thank you for considering these requests. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lashrecse D. Aird, Member 
Virginia House of Delegates 

 
 
 
cc:  Clark Mercer, Chief of Staff 
      Brian Ball, Secretary of Commerce & Trade 
      Cassidy Rasnick, Deputy Secretary of Commerce & Trade  
   Jim Christina, Vice President & General Manager, Gerdau 
 
 
 


