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Tasks requested by the Commission at 
September 8, 2022 meeting

► Identify all instances of the terms “handicap,” 
“handicapped,” and similar variations in the Code of 
Virginia; and 

► Draft legislation that incorporates suitable alternative 
terminology.



Staff findings: scope of problem

► Identified 71 instances of the terms “handicap,” 
“handicapped,” and similar variations across 21 different 
Titles (divisions of the law based on broad subject matter 
areas) of the Code of Virginia.



Staff recommendations: replacement of 
“handicap,” “handicapped,” and similar 
variations
► Replace “handicap” with “disability” as the normative alternative.

► Supporting sources:

► Names of and terminology used by public and private advocacy organizations in the 
Commonwealth.

► Virginia Board for People with Disabilities, DisAbility Law Center, etc.

► Code of Virginia itself (much > 71 instances of “disability,” “disabled,” etc. in current 
law).

► See especially the Virginian’s with Disabilities Act of 1985 (Title 51.5) (emphasis added). 

► Trends in terminology used in federal law.

► “handicap” more common pre-1990.

► 1990: Americans with Disabilities Act passed; Education for All Handicapped Children Act 
reauthorized as Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (emphasis added). 



Caveats and clarifications

► In the context of blindness and vision, the commonly used and preferred term 
is vision impaired.

► See, eg., the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired. 

► Five changes made in conformity with this convention. 

► Four instances of “handicapped” in Code that need to be preserved.

► Three references to the federal Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and 
Handicapped Act (52 U.S.C. § 20101 et seq.) in Title 24.2 (elections); and

► One reference in the Children’s Services Act (§ 2.2-5200 et seq.) to child 
placements previously funded through the Interagency Assistance Fund for 
Noneducational Placements of Handicapped Children.


