
Virginia Commission on Civics Education 2022 Civics Summit
Citizenship and Change

Thursday, November 17, 2022
8:30 AM - 3:30 PM

900 E Main St. Richmond, VA 23219

Time Description Speakers

8:30 AM – 8:45 AM Welcoming Remarks Delegate Schuyler
VanValkenburg (Chair)

8:45 AM – 10:00 AM Panel 1
The Relationship Between Federalism &
Citizenship

This panel will focus on the current status of
federalism. Speakers will discuss how our current
relationship between the federal and state
governments compares historically. Panelists will
also discuss which states are on the cutting edge of
policy experimentation and how that interacts with
the federal government and regulation.

Jim Caesar, Professor of
Politics at the University of
Virginia

Schuyler VanValkenburg, State
Delegate and High School
Civics & Government Teacher

10:00 AM – 10:15 AM Break

10:15 AM – 11:30 AM Panel 2
What Happens When We Vote: The State of
Election Law in Virginia

This informational panel will focus on the current
state of Virginia election law: what legislation is in
effect and how it affects the operations of everyday
constituents, candidates, and everyone in the
election community.  Panelists will also discuss
Virginia’s redistricting amendment and how it will
practically work ahead of the 2023 election.

Henry Chambers Jr., Austin E.
Owen Research Scholar &
Professor of Law, University
of Richmond School of Law

Meg Lamb, Deputy Director,
Virginia Division of
Legislative Services

Robert Brink, Chairman of
Virginia Board of Elections

Ernest McGowen, Associate
Professor of Political Science,
University of Richmond

Moderator: Liz White, UpVote
Virginia

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM Lunch/Networking/Vendor Fair



12:30 PM – 1:45 PM Panel 3
Analysis and Impact of the 2022 Midterm
Elections

Election experts will weigh in and analyze the
results of the 2022 midterm elections, including
what the results of these elections mean for Virginia
and the nation.

Dr. Bob Holsworth, Managing
Partner, DecideSmart

Dr. Quentin Kidd, Dean of the
College of Social Sciences,
Professor of Political Science,
and Director of the Wason
Center for Public Policy at
Christopher Newport
University

1:45 PM – 3:00 PM Panel 4
Our Voice: Freedom of Press & Speech in 2022

The free flow of information, ideas, and opinions,
including dissenting ones, is essential to inclusive
and tolerant societies. This panel discussion will
examine how the Founders’ vision for one of our
most important liberties translates to the present day.

What does free speech mean in a world of social
media and political partisanship? How can we
promote media literacy, and what does that look like
in the classroom? How has the political media
landscape changed in the last 30 years, especially in
how news is generated, published, and consumed?
How has the internet and social media enabled
citizen journalism to flourish, and what does this
mean for traditional institutional press, the public
sphere, media freedom, and press regulation?

Dennis Brack,  President and
CEO of  Rappahannock Media
(Rappahannock News)

Ebonee Rice, Senior Vice
President of Educator
Engagement, News Literacy
Project

Ian Kalish, Legal Fellow at the
Reporters Committee for
Freedom of the Press and a
lecturer at the University of
Virginia School of Law/First
Amendment Clinic

Moderator: Betsey Edwards,
President, Virginia Press
Association

3:00 PM – 3:30 PM Closing Remarks & Checkout Delegate Schuyler
VanValkenburg


