Recommendations from the 2025 Study Year Considered by the Virginia Disability Commission (Legislation)	

	#
	Source
	Description of Recommendation
	Vote
	Patron

	1
	Del. Hernandez
	Introduce a bill to amend § 51.5-44 to require all movie theaters, including outdoor theaters such as drive-in theaters, that have four or more screens and are open to the general public to provide open captioning at least twice per week on any film that is regularly shown, provided that open captioning is available for such film. See HB 407 (Watts, 2022).
	
	

	2
	DMV
	Introduce a bill to establish required training for police officers and first responders on the Blue Envelope Program. Include an enactment clause directing the Department of Motor Vehicles to make information about the Blue Envelope Program more prevalent on the agency’s website and to partner with schools to expand and encourage the use of the Blue Envelope Program.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]
	

	3
	Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living
	[bookmark: _heading=h.1gbwvl5c2x25]Introduce a bill to direct the Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) to amend Medicaid regulations to require managed care organizations to contract with consumer-controlled organizations to provide transition coordination for people who want to transition from nursing facilities to the community.
	
	

	4
	Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living
	Require public guardians of people in nursing facilities to participate in quarterly resident review meetings, including both budgetary and direct meetings, pursuant to 12VAC30-60-40.

	
	

	5
	Decriminalize Developmental Disabilities
	Introduce a bill to amend § 19.2-303.6 to allow a defendant with autism spectrum disorder or an intellectual disability to request a hearing to determine the appropriateness of a deferred disposition at any time before or after any plea. Amend § 19.2-303.6 so that a charge dismissed pursuant to this section may be considered as otherwise dismissed for the purposes of expungement of police and court records.

	
	

	6
	
	Introduce a bill to amend § 18.2-57 to provide an affirmative defense to prosecution of a person for assault or assault and battery against certain specified persons for which the enhanced Class 6 felony and six-month mandatory minimum apply if such person proves, by a preponderance of the evidence, that at the time of the assault or assault and battery (i) the person's behaviors were a result of (a) mental illness or (b) a neurocognitive disorder, including dementia, or an intellectual disability or a developmental disability such as autism spectrum disorder, or (ii) the person met the criteria for issuance of an emergency custody order. See SB 1013 (Boysko, 2025).
	
	

	7
	Decriminalize Developmental Disabilities
	Introduce a bill to amend §§ 16.1-247.1 and 19.2-390.04 to require that any minor or person with a developmental disability must speak with a qualified attorney before custodial interrogation; require that the consultation cannot be waived by anyone, including the individual or their parent/guardian.
	
	

	8
	Decriminalize Developmental Disabilities
	Introduce a bill to amend the Code to prohibit a law-enforcement officer from knowingly and intentionally making false statements about any known material fact, including by use of inauthentic replica documents, prior to or during a custodial interrogation of an individual with developmental disabilities in order to secure the cooperation, confession, or conviction of such individual.
	
	

	9
	Decriminalize Developmental Disabilities
	Introduce a bill to amend § 19.2-390.04 to require all custodial interrogations of protected individuals to be electronically recorded and preserved. Recordings may only be accessed by a defendant’s attorney or law enforcement. 
	
	

	10
	Decriminalize Developmental Disabilities
	Introduce a bill to amend §§ 9.1-102 and 22.1-298.3 to establish required annual training for police officers and school employees on the topics of disability rights, trauma-informed practices, and effective communication.
	
	

	11
	Decriminalize Developmental Disabilities
	Introduce a budget amendment directing the Behavioral Health Commission to study alternatives to prosecution for individuals with developmental disabilities following emergency incidents.
	
	

	12
	Decriminalize Developmental Disabilities
	Introduce a Section 1 bill to require the expungement of criminal records after five years for individuals with developmental disabilities.
	
	

	13
	VA Association of Community Services Boards
	Introduce a Section 1 bill that (i) directs state agencies to collaborate and submit an application for participation in the Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC) Demonstration Program administered by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and (ii) authorizes agencies to prepare for the changes necessary to participate in the CCBHC model pending a successful application. 
	
	

	14
	State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (GEAR UP Virginia)
	Introduce a budget amendment to create a full-time staff member at the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) dedicated to coordinating transition services between secondary schools and institutions of higher education and to implementing the recommendations in SCHEV’s 2025 Report, Postsecondary Education Transition and Planning Services: Barriers and Recommendations.
	
	

	15
	State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (GEAR UP Virginia)
	Introduce a bill to direct SCHEV to establish a state-sponsored, transition counselor certificate program at public institutions of higher education in the Commonwealth that is accredited by the Division on Career Development and Transition. 
	
	

	16
	State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (GEAR UP Virginia)
	Introduce a bill to amend § 23.1-401.3 to include the word “academic” in “provisional or temporary academic accommodations.”
	
	

	17
	Del. Laufer
	Introduce a bill to establish full-time staff for the Virginia Disability Commission to identify and recommend legislative priorities and policies for adoption or examination by the General Assembly in order to provide ongoing support in developing and reviewing services and funding related to Virginians with physical or sensory disabilities.
	
	

	18
	Del. Laufer
	Introduce a bill to establish an autism and developmental disability-related commission with full-time staff to identify and recommend legislative priorities and policies for adoption or examination by the General Assembly in order to provide ongoing support in developing and reviewing services and funding related to Virginians with autism spectrum disorder or developmental disabilities
	
	

	19
	Del. Laufer
	Introduce a bill to amend § 18.2-254.3 to require the establishment of behavioral health/disability courts in all localities. 
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