The Virginia Commission to End Hunger (§ 30-430), in coordination with the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Secretary of Education, shall convene a workgroup to evaluate the current funding models for school nutrition departments and school meals programs in Virginia’s local education agencies (LEAs). In conducting its evaluation, the workgroup shall survey and evaluate alternative funding models to sustainably finance school nutrition departments and expand access to no-cost school meals, including those utilized by other states. From its analysis, the workgroup shall make recommendations on alternative, sustainable funding models for review by the Chairperson of the House Committees on Appropriations and Education and the Chairperson of the Senate Committees on Finance and Appropriations and Education and Health. 

The workgroup shall be chaired by the Chair of the Virginia Commission to End Hunger and shall include relevant stakeholders, including representatives of local school divisions, the American Heart Association, No Kid Hungry, and individuals with relevant expertise. The workgroup shall report its findings and recommendations to the Joint Subcommittee on Elementary and Secondary Education Funding and the Virginia Commission to End Hunger by November 1, 2026.
