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The House Select Committee on Advancing Rural and Small Town Health Care (the Committee) met in Richmond with Delegate Rodney T. Willett, chair, presiding.[footnoteRef:1] The meeting began with opening remarks, introductions, and a discussion of members' priorities for the Committee to consider, followed by presentations and discussion. Materials presented at the meeting are accessible through the Committee's meetings webpage.  [1: 	Members Present: Delegate Rodney T. Willett (chair), Delegate Israel D. O'Quinn (vice-chair), Delegate Nadarius E. Clark, Delegate Joshua G. Cole, Delegate Lily V. Franklin, Delegate Amy J. Laufer, Delegate Garrett McGuire, Delegate Ellen H. McLaughlin, Delegate Chris Runion, Delegate Howard Otto Wachsmann, Jr., Delegate Wendell S. Walker 
	Members Absent: Delegate Rozia A. Henson, Jr.] 

Consideration of Committee Policy for Electronic Meetings
Chandler Brooks, Legislative Counsel, Division of Legislative Services
Mr. Brooks presented a draft policy for electronic meetings held under § 2.2-3708.3 of the Code of Virginia. The Committee unanimously adopted the policy.
Remarks
Marvin Figueroa, Secretary of Health and Human Resources
Secretary Figueroa gave brief remarks to the Committee regarding current issues rural regions of Virginia face in accessing health care and how those issues will be exacerbated by recent federal legislation. He explained that the Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP) will not replace gaps in funding left by the dismantling of provider assessment payments and state-directed payments. According to Secretary Figueroa, the RHTP will allow for testing of new care models and workforce strategies, and he asked for the Committee's support in accomplishing those goals. 
Presentation: Overview and Update on the Rural Health Transformation Program
Heidi Hertz, Director, Virginia Rural Health Transformation Program
Ms. Hertz gave an overview of the RHTP, including the national distribution of funding and a timeline for the application and disbursement process in Virginia. She explained that RHTP funding will go toward four main categories: modernization efforts via technology and data, rural health care workforce expansion, increases in services and accessibility to communities, and prevention and chronic disease management.
Ms. Hertz highlighted the importance of executing agreements to obligate funds for Year 1 of the RHTP by October 30, 2026, in order to remain eligible for equal funding in future years. The RHTP has had success in finding key implementation partners for the modernization and workforce expansion efforts and intends to execute agreements to obligate funds in the coming weeks. Next steps for the RHTP include holding engagement meetings in rural regions, promoting awareness for funding opportunities, and announcing funding awards through the Department of Medical Assistance Services.
Public Comment and Next Meeting
The Committee opened the floor to public comment. A representative of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy spoke about the importance of expanding midwife care in rural communities. 
The Committee discussed tentative plans to hold its next meeting on September 9 and 10 with the location to be determined. 
	

	For more information, see the Committee's website or contact the Division of Legislative Services staff:
Chandler Brooks, Legislative Counsel, DLS 
cbrooks@dls.virginia.gov
804-698-1843
Lucas Childers, Associate Legislative Counsel, DLS 
lchilders@dls.virginia.gov
804-698-1823
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