




STANDING JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE ON BLOCK GRANTS
SJR 223 of 1993

BACKGROUND
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 established several block grant programs to provide funding to states to support delivery of health and human services, including the Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant (PHHSBG), the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Services Block Grant (ADAMHSBG), and the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG). Each block grant program required states seeking funding to submit a plan for the proposed use and distribution of funds to be provided and to hold at least one public hearing on each proposed plan prior to submission. In 1982, the General Assembly established the first Joint Subcommittee on Block Grants to provide a forum for the required public hearings on the Commonwealth's proposed plans for the PHHSBG and CSBG. In 1993, Senate Joint Resolution 223 established the Standing Joint Subcommittee on Block Grants as a permanent standing body to hold public hearings on every application for federal block grant funds for which a public hearing is required by law. According to the provisions of SJ 223 (1993), the Standing Joint Subcommittee on Block Grants shall continue "for so long as federal law requires legislative hearings as a condition of any application for or receipt of any federal block grant moneys."
During the early 1990s, public hearing requirements for many federal block grant programs were eliminated. The legislative hearing requirement for the PHHSBG was eliminated in 1992, and the legislative hearing requirement for the ADAMHSBG was eliminated in 1993. Since that time, the CSBG has been the only grant for which a public hearing was required. In 1998, amendments to federal law governing the CSBG extended the funding period for CSBG grants from one year to two years, so that states seeking CSBG funds are required to apply every other year rather than annually. Thus, since 1998, the Joint Subcommittee on Block Grants has held one hearing on the Commonwealth's CSBG application every two years.
COMMUNITY SERVICES BLOCK GRANT
The CSBG was established by Section VI, Subtitle B, of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 (P.L. 97-35), as amended by various acts, including the 1998 Community Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. § 9901 et seq.). The purpose of the CSBG is to provide assistance to community action agencies and other neighborhood-based organizations providing services intended to reduce poverty, revitalize low-income communities, and empower low-income families and individuals in rural and urban areas to become fully self-sufficient. States are encouraged to use CSBG funds to accomplish the goals of the CSBG by making grants to organizations to:
1. Strengthen community capabilities for planning and coordinating the use of a broad range of federal, state, local, and other assistance (including private resources) related to the elimination of poverty, so that this assistance can be used in a manner responsive to local needs and conditions;
2. Organize a range of services related to the needs of low-income families and individuals, so that these services may have a measurable and potentially major impact on the causes of poverty in the community and may help the families and individuals to achieve self-sufficiency;
3. Utilize innovative and effective community-based approaches to attacking the causes and effects of poverty and of community breakdown;
4. Ensure maximum participation of residents of the low-income communities and members of the groups served by programs assisted through the CSBG to empower such residents and members to respond to the unique problems and needs within their communities; and
5. Broaden the resource base of programs directed to the elimination of poverty so as to secure a more active role in the provision of services for (i) private, religious, charitable, and neighborhood-based organizations and (ii) individual citizens, and business, labor, and professional groups, who are able to influence the quantity and quality of opportunities and services for the poor.
Federal law requires the administering agency to submit a narrative plan describing the state's proposed use and distribution of the funds and how the assurances required in the law will be met.
In Virginia, 31 local community action agencies provide a wide range of services to low-income populations that are designed to accomplish the goals of the CSBG, including:
· Health care;
· Nutrition;
· Job training and skills development;
· Child day care;
· Head Start programs;
· Housing services;
· Rural transportation;
· Services for the homeless;
· Services for the elderly;
· Emergency assistance;
· Water and wastewater facility development; and
· Home weatherization.
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