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SENATE BILL NO. HOUSE BILL NO.

Proposing amendments to Section 2 of Article V and Sections 4 and 5 of Article VII of the Constitution
of Virginia and proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Virginia by adding in the Schedule

a section numbered 6, relating to moving the election of certain offices to even numbered years.

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, a majority of the members elected
to each house agreeing, That the following amendments to the Constitution of Virginia be, and the same
hereby are, proposed and referred to the General Assembly at its first regular session held after the next
general election of members of the House of Delegates for its concurrence in conformity with the
provisions of Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely:

Amend Section 2 of Article V and Sections 4 and 5 of Article VII of the Constitution of
Virginia of the Constitution of Virginia and amend the Constitution of Virginia by adding in the Schedule
a section numbered 6 as follows:

ARTICLE IV

Section 2. Senate.

The Senate shall consist of not more than forty and not less than thirty-three members, who shall
be elected quadrennially by the voters of the several senatorial districts on the Tuesday succeeding the
first Monday in November.

Section 3. House of Delegates.

The House of Delegates shall consist of not more than one hundred and not less than ninety
members, who shall be elected biennially by the voters of the several house districts on the Tuesday
succeeding the first Monday in November.

ARTICLE V

Section 1. Executive power; Governor's term of office.

The chief executive power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a Governor. He shall hold
office for a term commencing upon his inauguration on the Saturday after the second Wednesday in

January, next succeeding his election, and ending in the fourth year thereafter immediately upon the
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inauguration of his successor. He shall be ineligible to the same office for the term next succeeding that
for which he was elected, and to any other office during his term of service.

Section 2. Election of Governor.

The Governor shall be elected by the qualified voters of the Commonwealth-at-the-time-and-place
of choosing-members-of the General-Assembhy on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in November.

Returns of the election shall be transmitted, under seal, by the proper officers, to the State Board of

Elections, or such other officer or agency as may be designated by law, which shall cause the returns to
be opened and the votes to be counted in the manner prescribed by law. The person having the highest
number of votes shall be declared elected; but if two or more shall have the highest and an equal number
of votes, one of them shall be chosen Governor by a majority of the total membership of the General
Assembly. Contested elections for Governor shall be decided by a like vote. The mode of proceeding in
such cases shall be prescribed by law.

Section 13. Lieutenant Governor; election and qualifications.

A Lieutenant Governor shall be elected at the same time and for the same term as the Governor,
and his qualifications and the manner and ascertainment of his election, in all respects, shall be the same,
except that there shall be no limit on the terms of the Lieutenant Governor.

Section 15. Attorney General.

An Attorney General shall be elected by the qualified voters of the Commonwealth at the same
time and for the same term as the Governor; and the fact of his election shall be ascertained in the same
manner. No person shall be eligible for election or appointment to the office of Attorney General unless
he is a citizen of the United States, has attained the age of thirty years, and has the qualifications required
for a judge of a court of record. He shall perform such duties and receive such compensation as may be
prescribed by law, which compensation shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period for
which he shall have been elected. There shall be no limit on the terms of the Attorney General.

ARTICLE VII

Section 4. County and city officers.
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There shall be elected by the qualified voters of each county and city a treasurer, a sheriff, an
attorney for the Commonwealth, a clerk, who shall be clerk of the court in the office of which deeds are
recorded, and a commissioner of revenue. The duties and compensation of such officers shall be prescribed
by general law or special act.

Regular elections for such officers shall be held on the Tuesday-after succeeding the first Monday
in November. Such officers shall take office on the first day of the following January unless otherwise
provided by law and shall hold their respective offices for the term of four years, except that the clerk
shall hold office for eight years.

The General Assembly may provide for county or city officers or methods of their selection,
including permission for two or more units of government to share the officers required by this section,
without regard to the provisions of this section, either (1) by general law to become effective in any county
or city when submitted to the qualified voters thereof in an election held for such purpose and approved
by a majority of those voting thereon in each such county or city, or (2) by special act upon the request,
made after such an election, of each county or city affected. No such law shall reduce the term of any
person holding an office at the time the election is held. A county or city not required to have or to elect
such officers prior to the effective date of this Constitution shall not be so required by this section.

The General Assembly may provide by general law or special act for additional officers and for
the terms of their office.

Section 5. County, city, and town governing bodies.

The governing body of each county, city, or town shall be elected by the qualified voters of such
county, city, or town in the manner provided by law.

If the members are elected by district, the district shall be composed of contiguous and compact
territory and shall be so constituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation in proportion to
the population of the district. When members are so elected by district, the governing body of any county,
city, or town may, in a manner provided by law, increase or diminish the number, and change the
boundaries, of districts, and shall in 1971 and every ten years thereafter, and also whenever the boundaries

of such districts are changed, reapportion the representation in the governing body among the districts in
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a manner provided by law. Whenever the governing body of any such unit shall fail to perform the duties

so prescribed in the manner herein directed, a suit shall lie on behalf of any citizen thereof to compel

performance by the governing body.

provided-by-taw,-the-The governing body of each county, city, or town shall be elected on the Tuesday
after succeeding the first Monday in November of an even numbered year and take office on the first day

of the following January.
SCHEDULE

Section 6. Moving the election of certain offices to even numbered years.

Notwithstanding the term lengths established in Sections 2 and 3 of Article 1V for the Senate and

House of Deleqgates, Sections 1, 13 and 15 of Article V for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney

General and, and Section 4 of Article VII for local offices established by this Constitution, the General

Assembly may provide by general law for the shortening or extension of such terms by one year for the

purpose of adjusting the election cycle of such offices. The provisions of this section shall expire on

January 1, 2041.




