
Virginia Disability Commission 
 

Senator Barbara A. Favola, Chair 

Tuesday, September 22, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 

Senate Room B-306, General Assembly Building 

 
Commission Website: 

https://studies.virginiageneralassembly.gov/studies/262 

 

Livestream and Virtual Public Comment: 

https://apps.senate.virginia.gov/Senator/CommitteeMeetings.php 

  

Registration to give virtual testimony will begin 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. 

 

Written testimony can be emailed to: committeeoperations@senate.virginia.gov 

 
 

Meeting Agenda 

I. Call to Order and Introductions 

II. Presentation: Budget Considerations for Special Education Programs ― Division of 

Legislative Services 

III. Presentation: DARS Services for the Disabled Community ― Donna Bonessi, Director 

of Employment Services and Special Programs, Department for Aging and Rehabilitation 

Services 

IV. Presentation: Electronic Visit Verification Update ― Nichole Martin, Director, Office of 

Community Living, Department of Medical Assistance Services 

V. Member Discussion 

VI. Public Comment 

VII. Adjournment 



Purpose of the Virginia Disability Commission: 

"The purpose of the Commission is to identify and recommend legislative priorities and policies 

for adoption or examination by the General Assembly in order to provide ongoing support in 

developing and reviewing services and funding related to Virginians with physical and sensory 

disabilities." Code of Virginia § 30-232. 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE MEMBERS: 

Senator Barbara A. Favola, Chair 

Delegate Amy J. Laufer, Vice-Chair 

Senator Emily M. Jordan 

Delegate Laura Jane Cohen 

Delegate Patrick A. Hope 

Delegate Phillip A. Scott 

 

CITIZEN MEMBERS: 

Gayl Brunk 

Antoine L. Craig 

Lindsay Latham 

John Tolleris 

Tom Vandever 

 

 

 

Staff 

Lucas Childers, Associate Legislative Counsel, Division of Legislative Services 

 


